
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transc r i b e r ' s Of f i c e

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 8 3May 6 , 2 00 3

c ommittee amendments, b e er , w h i c h i s cur r e n t l y t ax e d a t 23 ce n t s
p er ga l l o n, wou l d be at 29 ; wi n e , w h i c h i s cur r en t l y t ax e d a t
75 cen t s , wo u l d b e a t 95 c en t s . We h a v e a d i s t i ng u i sh i ng
characteristic in our statute in that we create a different tier
f o r f o r t i f i e d wi ne , an d t h i s d o e s a w a y wi t h t h a t . So we mo v e
t he f o r t i f i ed wi n e , wh i c h i s n o w $ 1.35 , d o wn t o 95 c en t s .
Fortified wine is a very meager amount of the alcohol that' s
sold in this state. Farm wine goes from 5 cents to 6 cents, and
spi r i t s , h a r d l i q u o r , go e s f r o m $ 3 . 0 0 t o $ 3 . 7 5 . T ha t wi l l be i f
the c o m n i t t ee am e ndments ar e a d op t e d . T o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t he r e
are folks out in the lobby that speak here, the wine and spirits
people have ag reed to thes e terms. The beer people have
maint a i n e d o p p o s i t i o n . A l t ho u g h I t h i n k t h a t t h ey co u l d h a v e
b een wo r k i n g m u c h . .I mean, you would have seen more activity if
this wasn't a n acc eptable, or liveable result, let me put it
that way. I don't think there's an agreement, but I think it' s
a liveable result, e ven from th e beer folks' perspective.
Otherw i s e y o u w o u l d h a ve b e e n f l oo d e d b y t h i s t i me wi t h e - ma i l s
and letters. I am going to suggest that we adopt the committee
amendments to in fact carry out the amounts t hat I just to ld
you. Then I'm going to ask that we adopt another amendment with
some ot her mon ey saving elements in it. A nd the reason that I
do that to this bill is because this bill is written to increase
these taxes July 1. July 1 would require the E clause, and then
the delayed operative date of July 1 upon being passed. That
wil l me an t h a t b e t we e n J u l y 1 an d t h e o n l y o t h e r ' non-E c l a u se '
o pt i o n , o r t h e o t h e r E c l au s e o p t i o n t h a t ma k e s s e ns e , wh i ch i s
October 1, we will be a ble to raise and secure these higher
taxes, which is about a million dollars; these, essentially,
from parties who have agreed to these terms. And in fact, a
c ouple o f t h e m have s a i d t h a t Ju l y 1 i s eas i er t o i mp l e ment t h a n
October 1. The earlier, actually, the better; not the worse.
That being th e ca se , I 'd li k e to make sure that we have a
vehicl e ou t t he r e t h a t t he b o d y m i gh t b e i nc l i ned t o gi ve 33
votes to that gets the maximum amount of revenue, and that would
be to do t his with the E clause. I woul d ask for the
advancement o f L B 28 3 . An d I ' l l t a k e u p t h e co m m i t t e e am e ndment
when called upon by the Clerk.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Landis. (Doctor o f t he day
introduced.) Senator Landis, you'd be recognized to open on the
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